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SUBJECT: EIGHTH SESSION MYONGDONG AFFAIR TRIAL 

REF: SEOUL 4890 

SUMMARY: PACE OF TRIAL QUICKENED AGAIN AS DEFENSE COMPLETED 
CROSS EXAMINATION OF FIVE DEFENDANTS UNDER PRODDING FROM 
PRESIDING JUDGE. WIVES OF DEFENDANTS, MINUS US CITIZEN FAYE MUN 
WHO ATTENDED TRIAL. CONTINUED BOYCOTT OF TRIAL. AFTER MINOR 
SCUFFLE WITH POLICE NEAR COURTHOUSE AND MARCH TO GOVERNMENT 
OFFICE BUILDING TO ATTEMPT SEE HOME MINISTER, POLICE LOADED 
WOMEN IN BUS AND DROVE THEM HOME. END SUMMARY. 

1 . WITH EIGHTH SESSION OF MYONGDONG AFFAIR TRIAL. PACE AGAIN 
PICKED UP AS DEFENSE LAWYERS COMPLETED CROSS EXAMINATION OF FIVE 
DEFENDANTS UNDER CONSTANT PRODDING FROM PRESIDING JUDGE. DURING 
TWO SESSIONS, DAY WHICH DID NOT END UNTIL 6:10 PM, DEFENSE 
CROSS-EXAMINED MUN TONG-HWAN, HUSBAND OF US CITIZEN FAYE MUN AND 
FORMER HANKUK SEMINARY PROFESSOR; YI U-CHONG, HEAD OF KOREA 
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED AND READER OF THE DECLARATION ON MARCH 1 : 

YI MUN-YONG, FORMER PROFESSOR OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AT 
KOREA UNIVERSITY; AN PYONG-MU, FORMER PROFESSOR AT HANKUK 
SEMINARY AND YI HAE-TONG, PASTOR OF CHURCH WHERE 55 COPIES OF 
MARCH 1 DECLARATION WERE RUN OFF. 

2. TESTIMONY BY FIVE DEFENDANTS CONTAINED NO SURPRISES. ALL 
ADMITTED THEIR PART IN MYONGDONG AFFAIR AND LIKE OTHERS BEFORE 
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GOVERNMENT. BECAUSE DEFENDANTS MOSTLY CHRISTIAN MINISTERS, 
THERE WAS SOMEWHAT MORE EMPHASIS ON RELIGIOUS NATURE OF MARCH 1 
DECLARATION DURING JULY 3 SESSION. NUMBER OF THEM STATED THAT 
UNDER YUSHIN CONSTITUTION AND EM-9, THERE IS NO REAL FREEDOM 
OF RELIGION IN KOREA, AND, AS CHRISTIAN MINISTERS, THEY COMPELLED 
BY CONSCIENCE TO SPEAK OUT ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS. 

3. WIVES OF DEFENDANTS, MINUS US CITIZEN FAYE MUN WHO 
ATTENDED MORNING TRIAL SESSION FOR HUSBAND S TESTIMONY, 
CONTINUED BOYCOTT OF TRIAL. DRESSED IN LAVENDER DRESSES BEARING 
CROSS AND PRISON NUMBERS OF THEIR HUSBANDS, WOMEN HAD MINOR 
SCUFFLE WITH POLICE AS THEY TRIED ENTER COURTHOUSE BUT WERE 
REFUSED. THEY THEN MARCHED IN PELTING RAIN TO UNIFIED 
GOVERNMENT OFFICE BUILDING TO ATTEMPT TO PROTEST TO HOME 
MINISTER. WOMEN WERE REFUSED ENTRY TO BUILDING AND AT THIS 
POINT, PLLICE MOVED IN AND PUT THEM INTO BUS. THEY WERE DRIVEN 
HOME AND RETURNED FOR AFTERNOON SESSION IN SAME DRESSES WHEN 
THEY WERE AGAIN NOT PERMITTED TO ENTER COURT. 

4. AT 6:10 P.M. PRESIDING JUDGE FINALLY ADJOURNED SESSION 
BECAUSE DEFENSE LAWYERS PLEADED THEY NOT PREPARED TO QUESTION 
MORE DEFENDANTS, IN CLOSING HE REMINDED DEFENSE LAWYERS THAT 
THEY MUST MOVE FASTER SINCE ONLY TWO MORE MONTHS REMAINED OF 
SIX MONTH LEGAL LIMIT REQUIRED FOR COMPLETING TRIAL BEGINNING 
DATE FROM TIME OF INDICTMENT. HE SET NEXT SESSION FOR JULY 10. 
SNEIDER 
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